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CORRUPTION: A THREAT TO GLOBAL SECURITY

On International Anti-Corruption Day on 9 December 2022, Transparency International Latvia
(Delna) and the Corruption Prevention and Combating Bureau (KNAB) organised the event
"Corruption — a threat to national and global security" and invited foreign colleagues to share
their experiences and observations on the negative impact of corruption and ways to curb it.

U.S. Anti-corruption Expert Sarah Chayes stresses: "Corruption is a system of sophisticated
networks." The case of corruption cannot be viewed in isolation from the wider context, related
persons and activities, therefore the fight against corruption must also be carried out at several
levels. Good practices of foreign experts show that corruption can be everywhere — from
church, court and army to companies and even international organizations. Cooperation is the
only way to fight against it and restore peace around the world.

(Eull text available in Latvian)

Video of the event is also available in English.


https://delna.lv/lv/2022/12/15/korupcija-ka-globals-drauds/
https://delna.lv/en/2022/11/30/the-negative-impact-of-corruption-on-national-and-global-security/

IMPACT OF CORRUPTION ON THE SECURITY OF LATVIA

This year, after Russia's invasion in Ukraine, it has become obvious to everyone that corruption

poses a direct threat to national and global security.

Pointing to the importance of the topic of corruption, in the opening address of the event, the
Speaker of the Latvian Parliament (Saeima) Edvards Smilténs emphasized: "The war in
Ukraine has made us much more aware and demanding. We see more clearly what the
weaknesses are and where significant reinforcement is needed."

It is essential for a country to demonstrate its ability to improve its internal security and address
corruption-related issues in order to gain international recognition and be heard. As KNAB
Director Jekabs Straume said, "The country is as strong as the fight against corruption in it."
The discussion has repeatedly highlighted the lack of trust of citizens in public administration,
which does not allow to effectively reduce corruption and illegal activities in general.

Read more

(Full text available in English)


https://delna.lv/en/2022/12/15/officials-and-experts-emphasize-combating-corruption-is-possible-only-through-cooperation/
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FIGHT AGAINST CORRUPTION IS A LOW PRIORITY IN THE
GOVERNMENT'S DECLARATION

understanding of the concrete steps to be taken in the fight against corruption. In addition, the
succession of the work begun by the first government of K. Karins does not appear either,

which is to be expected in this situation, when the prime minister continues to work.

It should be noted that the process of drafting the declaration, as well as the inconclusively
justified amendments to the State Administration Structure Law on the introduction of ministerial
members, pushed by the political forces of the coalition, cast a shadow over the presence of

political integrity in the new government document.

The fact that the final version of the declaration was made available to the general public only

shortly before the vote in the Saeima is a worrying signal.

Read more

(Full text available in Latvian)


https://delna.lv/lv/2022/12/22/valdibas-deklaracija-korupcijas-apkarosanai-zema-prioritate/
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DELNA DEFENDS THE RIGHTS OF WHISTLEBLOWERS

Fraud takes place on different scales — it can be carried out not only by individuals, but also by
officials at the state or municipal level. It is in the interest of every employee and the public to
raise the alarm about observed violations in order to prevent public funds from being spent on

narrow interests.

In February 2022, Delna was approached by two whistleblowers, reporting possible violations in
the work of the local government. A building, for the creation of which European Union funding
was attracted, was built by the municipality, knowing who would be the user of the building and
adapting the structure to the user's needs. It should be noted that the whistleblowers had
previously reported the situation to the KNAB, but received a reply that they could not be

treated as whistleblowers.

Taking into account Delna's experience in working with whistleblowers and participation in the
development of the Whistleblowing Law, we believe that the KNAB, like other institutions,
sometimes tends to misinterpret the provisions of the Whistleblowing Law. As a result, the
whistleblower does not obtain the guaranteed protection, and the risk that the perpetrators will

not be held accountable increases.

Delna supports whistleblowers without remuneration (pro bono). If it is also important to you

that whistleblowers receive support and advice, support us with a donation!

(Full text available in Latvian)

Read more


https://delna.lv/lv/2022/12/08/delna-aizstav-trauksmes-celeju-tiesibas/
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DELNA MONITORS FAIR COMPETITION CONDITIONS

We at Delna believe that every whistleblower report sheds light on a governance problem and
serves as a signal to other officials to behave responsibly and with integrity. It proves that
suspicious, corrupt and illegal activities cannot be concealed.

The smaller the municipality, the more likely it becomes that a small number of contenders will
participate in a public procurement contest. There is also often a shortage of qualified
procurement specialists and cases where one of the contenders helps to develop the technical

specifications. Delna received a whistleblower report on such a case in August 2021.

In order to understand the situation, Delna turned to the Procurement Monitoring Bureau about
the compliance of the said case with the law. The bureau explained that such a situation is
permissible provided that competition is not restricted. However, the local government must be
able to ensure that the involvement of the company in the development of procurement
documentation does not affect the possibilities of other companies to participate in public
procurement!

Delna does this work and whistleblower consultations without remuneration (pro bono). If you
also appreciate Delna's support for whistleblowers, support us with a donation and we will
support whistleblowers together!

(Full text available in Latvian)

Read more


https://delna.lv/lv/2022/12/08/delna-uzrauga-godigas-konkurences-apstaklus/

PUBLISKA DISKUSIJA

“Informacijas atklatiba un personas datu aizsardziba”
2022. GADA 25. NOVEMBRIS
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SUMMARY: A LACK OF STRATEGIC VISION FOR THE USE OF DATA
IN ANTI-CORRUPTION WORK

How to find a balance between the availability of data in reducing corruption and the rights to
privacy? This was the central issue of the online expert forum and the public discussion
organised by Delna "Freedom of Information and Protection of Personal Data", which took
place on 25 November 2022.

Data is mostly talked about in the context of economic development, but the availability of data
also plays a role in political decision-making, identification of conflict of interest and other bad
faith actions. Data sets should be published in user friendly and machine readable formats

(open data), also avoiding fragmentary information on the websites of various institutions.

On the way to a more complete use of data, Latvia lacks the Anti-Corruption Data Strategy and
a clear vision of the development of anti-corruption data infrastructure and possibilities of using
data sets. In addition, it is necessary to create incentive mechanisms for the governing bodies
to open up more datasets and to organize training for employees of the administration on the
potential and use of data in their daily work.

Read more

(Full text available in Latvian)


https://delna.lv/lv/2022/12/02/kopsavilkums-pietrukst-strategisks-redzejums-par-datu-izmantosanu-pretkorupcijas-darba/
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STARPTAUTISKA

PRAKSE VIRTUALO _
VALUTU REGULESANA

INTERNATIONAL PRACTICE IN THE REGULATION OF VIRTUAL
CURRENCIES

The importance of virtual currencies in the global environment continues to grow, making it
necessary to develop a unified approach at the international level. On September 15, 2022,
Delna held a seminar on the international practice of virtual asset regulation. With the examples
of Lithuania and the Netherlands, we gained a broader understanding of the role of the state

and other players in the field of virtual assets and money laundering.

Virtual assets are involved in various types of illegal activities, such as cybercrime (hacking,
ransomware), online drug trafficking, tax avoidance, the use of virtual assets in criminal

networks at the national and supranational level, fraud, money laundering.

At the seminar, experts highlighted the problems and challenges associated with combating
criminal activities. Timely identification of potential challenges and raising awareness among
market participants requires cooperation at different levels, from law enforcement authorities to

the public and private sectors or internationally.

Read more

(Full text available in Latvian)


https://delna.lv/lv/2022/12/05/starptautiska-prakse-virtualo-valutu-regulesana/
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VIRTUALO AKTIVU

RAQ'I_TIEvRISKI SANKCIJU
IEVEROSANAI

VIRTUAL ASSETS - A TOOL TO CIRCUMVENT SANCTIONS?

With Russia's invasion of Ukraine, the issue of sanctions and related risks has been particularly
raised. At the end of the virtual asset seminar cycle, on November 24, 2022, Delna spoke at a
seminar on sanctions, their importance and opportunities to use virtual assets to circumvent
sanctions. The event was organized by Delna.

Sanctions are an instrument of foreign and security policy that makes it possible to respond to
violations of international law and security challenges, avoiding the use of military force. The
aim of the sanctions is to return a stable, secure internal and external political situation as soon
as possible.

During the seminar, we discussed more broadly the issues related to financial sanctions, the
freezing of assets, which applies to all funds owned by sanctioned persons — including virtual
assets.

(Full text available in Latvian)

Read more

DELNA'S COMMENTS IN THE MEDIA

LATVIA HAS IMPROVED ITS PERFORMANCE IN COMBATING
BRIBERY OF FOREIGN OFFICIALS

Latvia is the only European Union (EU) country that has improved its performance in combating
bribery of foreign officials. Latvia together with six other countries — Germany, France, the Great
Britain, Australia, Norway and Israel — has obtained an average rating.

Delna pointed out that the report analyses the progress made by the member states of the
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) in implementing the
convention on combating bribery of foreign public officials in international business transactions
from 2018 to 2021.

Read more on_Ism.lv


https://delna.lv/lv/2022/12/05/virtualie-aktivi-sankciju-apiesanas-riks/
https://www.lsm.lv/raksts/zinas/latvija/transparency-international-latvija-uzlabojusi-sniegumu-arvalstu-amatpersonu-kukulosanas-apkarosana.a488174/

IN SELECTION OF HIGH OFFICIALS IN LATVIA, RESPONSIBLE
INSTITUTIONS TAKES REPUTAIONAL LIGHTLY

Inese Taurina, Executive Director of Delna, pointed out at the thematic international anti-
corruption day event "Corruption — a threat to national and global security” that in the selection
processes of high level officials reputational risks are not taken into account seriously in Latvia.

Read more on tv3.lv

CIVIC PARTICIPATION CHALENGES DESCRIBED IN CARTOONS

In the field of civic participation and involvement of citizens, there are still problems in Latvia,
which the think tank Providus offers to look at also through cartoons.

"What is the purpose of the public consultation? To listen to every citizen, to different interest
groups and to give everyone the opportunity to express their views. What if someone wants to
sabotage the expression of different opinions? Simple! Representatives of one particular point
of view should be invited to the meeting, they should occupy as many seats as possible. It is
also desirable to look sinister and speak using complex language and terms. Then the active
population will not get to speak.

But it's not a solution how to build an inclusive, citizen-friendly city or county. We will organize
such meetings where we can find out what the residents want, what their vision or proposal is!"
says Inese Taurina, Executive Director of Delna.

Read more on Ism.lv

We invite you to support our work! Every euro donated to Delna
helps in the fight against corruption in Latvia
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https://zinas.tv3.lv/latvija/viedokli/delnas-vaditaja-amatpersonu-atlase-latvija-parak-nenopietni-nem-vera-reputacijas-riskus/
https://www.lsm.lv/raksts/arpus-etera/komiksi/pilsoniskas-lidzdalibas-problemas-karikaturas-vietas-aiznemtas.a487971/
https://delna.lv/lv/atbalstit/
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If you also want to participate in Delna's work and help reduce corruption
in Latvia — we invite you to become a member. As a member of Delna, you will

join a community of 89 people in Latvia and be part of Transparency International's

global anti-corruption network with chapters in more than 100 countries around the world!

DONATE TO DELNA'S WORK

This e mai %g\s’ t!geer!geal’ltsto FEVI\\/{EII?‘POﬁ%FcI?he?&o uns lEscrlbe

fivlolin

The neswletter "News on Delna" of the Transparency International Latvia (Delna) is financed by
Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway through the EEA and Norway grant programme "Active
Population Fund"
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https://delna.lv/lv/informacija-par-delnu/cilveki/
https://www.transparency.org/en/
https://www.transparency.org/en/
https://delna.lv/lv/atbalstit/
https://www.facebook.com/BiedribaDelna
https://twitter.com/delna_lv?lang=en
https://www.youtube.com/@DelnaVideo
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwi1n8bjsdb7AhWXUXcKHaZdAtEQFnoECA4QAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Flv.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Ftransparency-international-latvia&usg=AOvVaw3rkmtQcVfIAfvT1vsmDt-C
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